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GLENDALE COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

COURSE ASSESSMENT REPORT 

SEMESTER/YEAR:  Spring 2008 

DEPARTMENT:  Biology  

COURSE TITLE: Biology 122: Introduction to Biology 

PARTICIPANTS (min. 2): Maria Kretzmann, Kindy Girard, Rob Mauk, Keith Conover  

COURSE-LEVEL SLO(s) ASSESSED THIS SEMESTER: 

(1). Functions of cellular organelles 

(2.) Cellular processes of mitosis and meiosis 

(3.) 

(4.) 

(5.) 

METHODS OF ASSESSMENT:  

Comparison of pre-test and post-test matching questions.  Pre-test was administered 
during the first week of class (students were told that they should do their best but that 
the score would not count for their grade); identical questions appeared on later exams 
during the semester (each worth 10 points).   

ANALYSIS OF ASSESSMENT: What do these results tell you about your students' 
achievements on the targeted SLO(s)?  

The average score on Pretest Question 1 (cellular organelles) for the entire class (88 of 91 
students responding) was 1.59 points (of 10).  When this same question appeared on 
Exam 1, the average score had improved to 4.59 points (an improvement of 3 points out 
of 10, or 30%).  The improvement was better among students who ended up passing the 
class (3.89 points, n = 56) compared to those who received a grade of D, F or W (1.50 
points, n = 32). 

The average score on Pretest Question 2 (mitosis and meiosis) for the entire class (88 of 
91 students responding) was 0.92 points (of 10)—many students left it blank.  When this 
same question appeared on Exam 2, the average score had improved to 7.71 points (an 
improvement of 6.78 points out of 10, or 68%).  The improvement was better among 
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students who ended up passing the class (7.98 points, n = 56) compared to those who 
received a grade of D, F or W (4.38 points, n = 28). 

While both SLOs showed improvement between the pre and post-test, the second 
question about mitosis and meiosis was clearly mastered by more students, compared to 
the first question about cellular organelles.   

PLAN: Indicate if your assessment results reveal a need for course improvement in order 
to improve student achievement, and what plans your department will make to do so. 

We would like to see continued student improvement in understanding cellular organelles 
and their functions, a very basic and important concept in biology.  We will try various 
approaches to teaching and reinforcing this material in the various sections of 122, and 
reassess this SLO again next semester.  In addition, two other sections of 122 will be 
taught during summer 2008 and different SLOs assessed.  In the future, it may be 
possible to eliminate the pre-test, because the initial scores were so close to zero.   

WHAT COURSE(s) WILL YOU ASSESS IN THE FOLLOWING SEMESTER? 
(Biology 122 again) You might re-assess for the same SLO(s) with the implementation of 
your new plan, and/or for another SLO and/or course. 

We will reassess SLO number 1 above, and additionally assess other SLOs during Fall 
2008, using the same pre- and post-test design.   

 

 

 


