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Introduction 
 

 This study tracks developmental English and Math students from Fall 2003 through Fall 2007 to 
determine whether they enrolled in any transfer-level English or Math course during that four-year period. 
The English cohort tracked for four years consisted of students enrolled in any English writing course 
below the transfer-level English 101 course in Fall 2003. The Math cohort consisted of students enrolled 
in any Math course below the transfer level in Fall 2003. The results showed that more than half of the 
developmental students in English and Math attempted a transfer-level English or Math course within four 
years. Students enrolled in higher-level developmental courses in Fall 2003 were more likely to attempt 
transfer-level courses than students enrolled in lower-level developmental courses in Fall 2003. 
 
 
 
 

1. English Cohort 
 

 All students enrolled in English 187, 189, 191, and 120 in Fall 2003 at census date were counted 
as part of the English cohort. (Note that these students did not necessarily start at the level of the course 
they attempted in Fall 2003. The cohort included all students attempting these courses, including those 
who had previously passed the lower-level course and those placing directly into the target course during 
Fall 2003.) These students were tracked for four years, through Fall 2007, to determine if they attempted 
any transfer-level English or Math course. The following table and graph show the percentages of 
students starting at each English writing level who attempted and passed transfer-level English and Math. 
Students were only counted once if they attempted transfer-level English or Math; if they attempted more 
than one transfer-level English or Math course, they were not counted multiple times. 
 
 

Course in Fall 2003 
Number 

in Cohort 

% 
Attempting 

Transfer 
English 

% Passing 
Transfer 
English 

% 
Attempting 

Transfer 
English or 

Math 

% Passing 
Transfer 

English or 
Math 

English 187 (4 levels below transfer) 10 20% 20% 20% 20% 
English 189 (3 levels below transfer) 136 28% 19% 29% 19% 
English 191 (2 levels below transfer) 232 49% 38% 51% 40% 
English 120 (1 level below transfer) 699 64% 50% 66% 51% 
Any Developmental English Course 1,077 56% 43% 58% 44% 

 
 
 In the table, the column emphasized in the four-year flow-through analysis is highlighted in bold 
type. This is the percentage of English cohort students attempting either transfer-level English or transfer-
level Math between Fall 2003 and Fall 2007. Students enrolled in low-level developmental courses, such 
as English 187 and 189, were less likely to attempt transfer-level English or Math than students enrolled 
in higher-level developmental courses. Of the students enrolled in the highest-level developmental writing 
course, English 120, 66% attempted transfer-level English and/or Math within four years. Looking across 
all levels of the writing curriculum, 58% of developmental English students in Fall 2003 attempted 
transfer-level English and/or Math by Fall 2007.  
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2. Math Cohort 
 

 All students enrolled in Math courses below the transfer level (Math 155, 255, 145, 245, 146, 246, 
141, 119, 219, 120, 220, or 101) in Fall 2003 at census date were counted as part of the Math cohort. As 
with the English cohort, these Math students did not necessarily start at the level of the course they 
attempted in Fall 2003. The cohort included all students attempting these courses, including those who 
had previously passed the lower-level course and those placing directly into the target course during Fall 
2003. The cohort students were tracked for four years, through Fall 2007, to determine if they attempted 
any transfer-level English or Math course. The following table and graph show the percentages of 
students starting at each developmental Math level who attempted and passed transfer-level English and 
Math. Students were only counted once if they attempted transfer-level English or Math; if they attempted 
more than one transfer-level English or Math course, they were not counted multiple times. 
 
 

Course in Fall 2003 
Number 

in Cohort 

% 
Attempting 

Transfer 
Math 

% Passing 
Transfer 

Math 

% 
Attempting 

Transfer 
English or 

Math 

% Passing 
Transfer 

English or 
Math 

MATH 155/255 (Basic Math) 398 15% 13% 50% 37% 
MATH 145/146/245/246 (El. Algebra) 829 27% 21% 57% 47% 
MATH 141 (El. Algebra) 331 35% 31% 64% 53% 
MATH 119/120/219/220 (Int. Algebra) 542 50% 38% 68% 55% 
MATH 101 (Int. Algebra) 593 58% 48% 73% 62% 
Any Developmental Math Course 2,693 37% 30% 62% 51% 

 
 
 The table and the graph below show the students enrolled at each Math level in Fall 2003. Math 
155 and 255 are pre-algebra courses; Math 255 is a self-paced version of Math 155. Math 145 and 146 
(and the corresponding self-paced versions, Math 245 and 246) are elementary algebra courses spread 
over two semesters, while Math 141 is the equivalent of Math 145 and 245 taught in one semester. Math 
119 and 120 (and the corresponding self-paced versions, Math 219 and 220) are intermediate algebra 
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courses spread over two semesters, while Math 101 is the equivalent of Math 119 and 120 taught in one 
semester. 
 
 As expected, students enrolled in the lower-level developmental courses in Fall 2003 were less 
likely to reach transfer-level courses by Fall 2007 than students enrolled in the upper-level developmental 
courses. The overall percentage of all developmental Math students attempting transfer-level English or 
Math by Fall 2007 was 62%. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Conclusions 
 

 Over half (58%) of the developmental English students in Fall 2003 attempted transfer-level 
English or Math within four years. Over half (62%) of the developmental Math students in Fall 2003 
attempted transfer-level English or Math within four years. Students at the lower end of the developmental 
English and Math sequences were less likely to reach transfer-level courses than students at the upper 
end of the developmental sequences. For English, 66% of students at the highest developmental level 
attempted transfer-level English or Math within four years. For Math, 73% of students at the highest 
developmental level attempted transfer-level English or Math within four years. These percentages will 
serve as baselines for evaluating the success of programs and activities aimed at improving English and 
Math developmental flow-through. 


